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Terms of reference for the TAHI Interoperability Group.
Background

The TAHI Interoperability Working Group has evolved from the TAHI Technical Working Group. The TWG developed the outlines for an Open Architecture that covers the whole of the residential sector.  One of its outputs and realisations is that almost everything is converging in ICT and needs to work together. Interoperability is the general term for making things work together across the whole area of ICT services and applications in and for the residential sector. 

The group is formed to:

· Define Interoperability Requirements that are universal across ICT Sectors and value chains (Leading to a set of Interoperability Requirements Specifications that may be standardised.)

· To be involved with Interoperability work in UK and International Consortia and Fora and in RTD (Research & Technological Development) Projects. (It is seen that the TAHI Interoperability Group is an ideal centre for ensuring that diverse interoperability projects interoperate among themselves)
· Support the TAHI Industry Sector Groups (ISGs) where they require application interoperability solutions. (Leading to application models that can be standardised)
· Ensure that through interoperability the cost of systems, equipment and products is optimised.
Objectives

For the full range of applications and services relevant to the residential ICT sector:
· Extend the TAHI Open Architecture (TOA) work into developing a set of basic requirements for Interoperability that will be developed into standards.

· Be the prime driver for European work on Interoperability to ensure that diverse RTD projects whose aims include “Interoperability” actually align their work. (It is suggested that this might form the basis of a Co-ordination Action under FP7)
· Deliver requirements specifications and detail implementation for the outline requirements of ISGs.
· Promote the ideals of Interoperability in as many communities as possible.

Activities and Outputs.

· The IWG meets approximately once per month to discuss and work on the objectives. It is expected that members will implement actions towards these aims between meetings.
· The IWG and its members will take part in standardisation activities especially in the areas of European ICT (and the scope of CENELEC SmartHouse) to help ensure that a strong set of Interoperability standards are developed and ratified for Europe.

· The IWG and its members will interface with as many RTD projects that have Interoperability as part of their objectives to ensure that any interoperability research is steered towards the general objectives of Interoperability and will therefore interoperate with the work from other RTD projects as possible. This may result in the creation of  projects to Co-ordinate interoperability outputs within the UK, across Europe (and internationally)

· The IWG will hold regular Forums as part of the TAHI policy to promote forums of value to industry and its membership.

· Documents of the IWG and produced by it will be made available to IWG and TAHI members.
Membership

· The members of the TAHI Interoperability Working Group shall be drawn from the membership of TAHI. (It is accepted that non-TAHI personnel may wish to attend meetings to evaluate the benefits of joining TAHI, but the number of such attendances is to be no more than 2). 
· Members of IWG are expected to have a reasonable knowledge of what Interoperability is about and contribute to the group. Non-technical people are welcome where they bring application model requirements to the group (as in Smart Metering, Telecare etc..)
Funding

· The IWG Work Group is not currently funded but will seek to become involved in RTD projects that will deliver funding to the group and to carry out requirements specifications for Non-TAHI members on the basis of consultancy. 

· The IWG will work with Government and the EU Commission to seek funding.
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